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Decar Brothor Laccys ' ) o
Will you extend your helping hand to mo caoce more? I am in

' Weslington makins the last rovision of my manuscript for the first volumo

of An Eplsodioc History of Seventh-day Adventists. Two or three large
questions coniront moe.

/' F. Ons of these is the history of tho trinitarian end antitrizitarian

dootrines among uase I understand that somo of our loading mna in tas
bsginning were cpposod to the dootrine of the trinity, at least as €X=
progsed by csrtain trinitarians. They, or at leest most of them, belisved
in the divins nature of Christ, blended with the mniman, and soem to ma
+hus to havo hold a true trinitarian faith. As exprossed by Veggonor in
his Atonement, they objectad to a trinitarian tenet that on tho ecross the
man nature caly of Jesus suffered death, that his divine mature did not
dioe T2 mo, as to Waggeer, this view seems to bo dus to a confusion of
}hought-identifying divino lifo with the porson of Gede It ia of cources
Ynocncettable that God oould die; but it is conceivable that the 1life of
God, which iz ths aource of all 1life, could bs poured cut in the Rodeonar
to heal the wouwnds of sin. And tut for tho Spirit of prophscy, I would
hold to that vicw. How I have tho intelleoctual task of rearrenzing xy
occioepts to harmsnize with Sister White!s vronouncesenta.

She says: “"Humanity died; divinity did not die.® Youth's Ingtruoctor,
Auge 4, 1853, p. GOS. "Mhen Christ was crucified, it was hls mman naturo Irat
dicd., Deity did not sink and die; that would have been Impossible.: Lettor 28C,
1504, p. 4, nhito Publications. "The spirit of Jesus slept irn the tozb with
hias body, and did not wing its way to heaven." Spirit of Prophsoy, Vol. 3,
pe 202. That last quotation oreates as much of & questicn es It solves. - But
I dolicve, with her, that, “This ia e groat mystery, a mystory that will rot
bo fully, completoly understood in its greatnesz until tbe translation of thks
rodeemed shall take placs.” I do not soek to ccaprekend, but caly to find
& formula that I can believo. . :

Waggoder objected to that trinitarisn statement that only ths humn
nature of Christ suffered, thet it bolittlcd the etonement, end indeed made
ocmmon canse with the Unitarians. He, Jemes Thite, Jolm Lougkborough, and
otharas heid a view avart from both Unitarisns and Trinitariens. Uriah Smith
in the beginning sovens to be an Arian, but he modified this view as the years
went on. There wore objectors to their views, of course, mem who had boen
brought up on the dootrine of the trinity. Elder Spicer says his father, who
vas & Seventh-day Baptist preacher when he accepted Adventlmm, grew zo offended
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et sho antitriniterian atwosphers in Battle Croek that he ccased preaching.
Doubtless others had their qualms; yet I do not know of exy such presantirg
thoir views in printe Porhaps froedca of our pross was not then so0 great
a8 1n en earlier davye : ‘

-

J The position of the White Publications men is that tho Spirit of °

~ — “|prophecy in Mrs. Yhito never pronouncoed upan doctrine until that dootrine ¢ --..—.

jhad firet been studied out from the Bible exnd preached by some men. Ex-
emplos oited aros tins of beginning of the Sabbath, health reform, organire=

tion, Justificatian by fai‘ch; and this dootrino or the trinity ssems to be
arother case. . oo

4.~ . . Eow I should be grateful for exy light yoa havo to throw upom tho
’:lmbjoo‘t. D. Be. Robinson says that you are ths first one he knows of to teach
‘1_;2;5 stradirht doctrine of-the trinity, in Australia. Porhaps you wore Jasho=
—%eam the Eaclronito, but I en supnosi_ng there wora also othor 'I‘w-a“ty-ni..o of
ths Mightios. There ias to me a twilight zone in this history which I wich
%5 have lightods”Did all tho fathors sin? “And if go, did theunent‘z _Eow
' o tho unity of The faith in our caoessusicn If our “picnosrs wero Arisnd
&3 %o ard Athanssions?  Andreascn 1o - vory vory vocitive that, "Wagzoner must bo
'ropxxdﬁ-{ed "'whioch I understand means, “condomed.” I am glow to censuro any
oﬁ_thointhorz, but I.am. rudy.i:o maks situations as clear asz they appear to mo.
In the beginning of my writing I did not roalizo that tho questicd of the
trinity smonc us wes of co sorious a pature, and my reforence to it in en early
chaptor was quite inadequates I may have to expand it elsewhere, yet I do not

-

T want to make it moro of a mjor question than it was.
Z'_’ ~ 'I'mvo not yet studlied all tho material availadle to me horo, Tub-=+ <~
shll zot to work on it nowe Lot me know, if you ploase, what your_rart _in

S~

this n:cve.mant Y8, /Whars you_got your view, zmd in=piration, who elszc was

whatl le.tion ,o the question Si“‘“'\i‘\/*’w‘__;'&/v _years.
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'ﬁ/' "~=="7 1 oxpeoct to be here in Washington for yet two or three weeks, but
—ks earlier I have all possible information, the better. Your reaponcze &t
"“u early a d..to as ocnvenicn‘b vill bs greatiy approciated.
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;. - o . " Sinoomly your brother,
- - (/{{i/é.{( /(/ e |
_ , A. W, Spalding. / -
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